MATERIAL AND METHODS
Field work was carried out at Estação Ecológica Uruçuí-Una (EEUU) (08°50'S, 44°10'W), located in the northern extremity of the Brazilian Cerrado, in the southwestern corner of the state of Piauí. The vegetation of the EEUU is classified as woody savanna (CASTRO 1985) . The relief is characterized by dissected plateaus that range from 480 to 620 m a.s.l., separated by valleys. The climate is dry to sub-humid, with high mean annual temperatures around 25°C, and the dry and wet seasons extending from March to November and from December to March, respectively (CASTRO 1985) .
Samplings were conducted along three campaigns, two during the rainy season (February 10 th to March 9 th 2000 and January 9
th to February 1 st 2001) and one in the dry season (16) (17) (18) (19) (20) (21) (22) (23) (24) (25) (26) (27) (28) th July 2000) . We sampled the main physiognomic subunits present in the region with the use of pitfall traps with drift fences, complemented by active search. Each sampling unit contained one central and three external 30 L buckets arranged in a Y-shape disposition and joined together by four meters long plastic fences.
Four main physiognomies were sampled: Cerrado sensu stricto -typical savanna vegetation found around the EEUU headquarters and at the top of Serra Grande plateau, characterized by dense tree and herbaceous layers, but without a closed canopy. The soil is sandy and covered by significant floral diversity; Gallery forest -evergreen forests composed by trees To assess the reproductive condition and diet, we dissected the preserved individuals. Their stomachs were removed and their contents were examined under stereomicroscope. Each prey item was identified to the more inclusive group up to the level of Order. We calculated the importance index (Ix), as modified from HOWARD (1999) , which represents the relative importance of each category in relation to the entire diet. We also calculated niche breadth using the inverse of the diversity index of Simpson (SIMPSON 1949) . Diet overlap between the sexes was calculated with the niche overlap index of PIANKA (1974) . The diet overlap index varies from 0 (no overlap) to 1 (complete overlap).
The reproductive condition was determined by gonad inspection. Females were considered sexually mature when vitellogenic follicles or oviductal eggs were present. Males were considered sexually mature when convoluted epididymides and/or testes hypertrophy were present. We evaluated sexual dimorphism in morphometry through analysis of variance (ANOVA) performed using SPSS v.15.0 with a significance level of 0.05.
RESULTS
A total of 67 individuals of Micrablepharus maximiliani (Fig. 1) were captured during all three campaigns at the EEUU, 53 individuals were captured in the cerrado sensu stricto (Fig.  2) , seven in the dry forest, six in the gallery forest and only one in the hillside forest. The capture rate was similar for both seasons, but higher for the cerrado physiognomy (Table I) .
A sample of 24 adults was collected and preserved (12 males and 12 females): four females and six males captured in the dry season, eight females and six males captured in the rainy season. The sexes did not differ in body size (Anova; F 1,23 = 3.487, p = 0.08). Sexual dimorphism was observed in shape, with females presenting longer LBL (Anova; F 1,23 = 7.634, p = 0.01), and males presenting longer FL (Anova; F 1,23 = 4.607, p = 0.04) and HL (Anova; F 1,23 = 4.396, p = 0.04) (Table II) . All four females captured during the dry season were reproductive, with three (75%) presenting vitellogenic follicles and one (25%) presenting vitellogenic follicles and two oviductal eggs simultaneously. All eight females captured during the wet season were not reproductive, and presented only translucent follicles. All dissected males presented convoluted epididymides and enlarged testes, and were thus considered reproductive regardless of the season.
Twenty four stomachs were analyzed and 36 items were identified in six prey categories. One item was not identified. Sexual dimorphism has been previously reported for the species, with females lacking femoral pores (RODRIGUES 1996) . Our data suggest that females and males of M. maximiliani may also differ in the proportional lengths of trunk, hind limbs and head. The presence of longer trunks in females may be associated with a fertility advantage conferred by a larger space in the peritoneal cavity for egg development (OLSSON et al. 2002 , COX et al. 2003 . A larger trunk length in females is recurrent in many species of Gymnophthalmidae (VITT 1982 , VITT & ÁVILA-PIRES 1998 , BALESTRIN et al. 2010 . On the other hand, males presented larger femoral and head lengths than females, a pattern that seems to be common in species of lizards in which the exploration or defense of territories by males, favors success in finding mates (PERRY et al. 2004 , PETERSON & HUSACK 2006 , KALIONTZOPOULOU et al. 2010 . A similar pattern is also observed in other small-bodied microteiid lizards, in which males present larger hind limbs than females (VITT 1982) . Nevertheless, in the other species of the genus, Micrablepharus atticolus (RODRIGUES 1996) , the sexes do not show dimorphism in morphometry (VIEIRA et al. 2000) . Curiously, in this species both sexes present femoral pores (RODRIGUES 1996) .
The Cerrado has two well-defined weather seasons (a drywinter and a rainy-summer), which favor a seasonal reproductive cycle for most inhabitant lizard species (COLLI 1991, VAN SLUYS 1993 , WIEDERHECKER et al. 2002 , COLLI et al. 2003 , MESQUITA & COLLI 2003 . Our results suggest that the reproductive activity of females of M. maximiliani occurs in the dry season. Thus juveniles would be found from August to November, but sampling throughout the year would be necessary to confirm this pattern. Food supply may not be a limiting factor in the dry season, as it would be advantageous for the offspring spawning at a time with greater prey availability (TELFORD 1971 , MESQUITA et al. 2006 . Nevertheless, the presence of adequate microenvironments for the eggs to develop may also be con- 
DISCUSSION
Our results show that Micrablepharus maximiliani is more commonly found in the cerrado sensu stricto physiognomy in the EEUU. Preference for open habitats in this species is well established (VANZOLINI 1988 , MESQUITA et al. 2006 , NOGUEIRA et al. 2009 ). In fact, even in the Atlantic Forest, M. maximiliani is usually found in association with open formations such as restingas (FREIRE 1996 , SILVA et al. 2006 or forest edges (RODRIGUES 1996) , being rarely found inside rainforests (NOGUEIRA et al. 2009 , MOURA et al. 2010 .
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strained during the rainy season (TELFORD 1971) , as well as opportunities for females to thermoregulate, which may compromise the development of their eggs.
The presence of females bearing vitellogenic follicles and oviductal eggs simultaneously suggests that M. maximiliani can produce more than one clutch during the reproductive season. Vanzosaura rubricauda (Boulenger, 1902) a related species, also shows multiple clutches of two eggs, with a continuous reproduction cycle in the Caatinga (VITT 1982) , but a seasonal one in the Chaco (CRUZ 1994) . A fixed clutch size of two eggs is a recurring pattern in many species of Gymnophthalmidae (FITCH 1970 , TELFORD 1971 , SHERBROOKE 1975 , VITT 1982 , ÁVILA-PIRES 1995 , PIANKA & VITT 2003 , BALESTRIN et al. 2010 .
Our results suggest that specimens of M. maximiliani from the EEUU are opportunistic predators that feed on a variety of small arthropods, especially spiders, crickets and cockroaches. Although with a relatively small sample and without considering prey abundance in the habitat, our results are similar to those obtained from specimens of M. maximiliani from the Jalapão region, which mainly consumed crickets, spiders, and hemipterans (MESQUITA et al. 2006) , and from the Paranã River valley, which mainly consumed spiders, hemipterans and crickets (WERNECK et al. 2009 ). The prey items consumed by M. atticolus were crickets, hemipterans, and spiders (VIEIRA et al. 2000) . We observed a large dietary overlap between males and females in our sample, suggesting a lack of food partitioning between the sexes.
